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FOR SALE 
 

 Drum Carder - Inwood Smith NSW, Fine teeth drum, in good 
condition $200.00 Drum Carder – Sleeping Beauty NZ, Medium 
teeth drum, in good condition $200.00   Ph: Sally Whitmore 
0418893663 

 Four Shaft Floor Loom (John Wallace - folding pine) 12 & 14 dent 
reeds - 83cm. Texlov heddles  2 boat shuttles & various stick 
shuttles.  Warping board. $250 ONO  Ph: 9752 3992  PO Box 44 
Busselton 

 4 Shaft 48 Foot Loom 1978, Serial No 0649.00—including stool, 
boat shuttles, weaving sticks/rods, weights, warping board.  Width 
of reed 1270 mm.  $300.00  Ph: Patsy Hills  9724 4922 

 Ashford Elizabeth 1 Spinning Wheel with 6 bobbins and a Lazy 
Kate $195.00 ONO   contact Jo on 94473662 - (please leave name 
and phone number if husband answers) Or Mobile - 0414782277. 

 

WANTED 
 

 Black Merino Sheep for DNA testing, please contact Jenni Talbot. 

Jentalbot4@bigpond.com.au  

 
Guild members can advertise in the YarnSpinner (at no charge) 
any events or items for sale . Contact the editor at the Guild 
address or at lynato@iinet.net.au.   Non members may advertise 
but must pay $5 per line, in advance. 

This is how Yvonne blocks her knitting by 
placing it on her wall. The bricks hold the 

fibre in place 

  

 

 

Deadline for Contributions: Second Saturday of the month 
 

Saturday 12th October 2013 

11:00 am  Jenny Ashton will talk and 
Demonstrate the art of Soap Making 

 

Followed by a General Meeting 
 

Tea and coffee available, as well as soup at $2 per mug. 
 

The Library and the Yarn Area will be open from 10.00am 
 

Saturday 26th October, 2013 

Spinning Day 
 

Come and show us what you have been doing and reading. 

Bring your current project, news and ideas.  Beginners always 
welcome. 

 

Tea and coffee provided but bring your own lunch. 

Library and Yarn Area will be open from 10.00am 

October 2013 Volume 43, No. 9 

HANDWEAVERS’, SPINNERS’ AND DYERS  

GUILD OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC 

Alexander Park Craft House 

Clyde Road 

Menora  

Phone: (08) 93705004 (with answer machine) 

Web:   www.spinweavewa.org/  

The YarnSpinner 

mailto:Jentalbot4@bigpond.com.au
http://www.spinweavewa.org/
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Office Bearers and Convenors for 2013   
* indicates committee member    + indicates APCH Committee member 

PRESIDENT Janet Allsworth* 9407 9025 clem.allsworth@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT      1 
                                    2 

Jayne Lane* 
Candace Gibson* 

9342 0039 
9474 9676 

a_lane1@optusnet.com.au 
candacegibson@yahoo.com 

TREASURER Sally Whitmore* 0418893663 sally@oz-whitmore.com 

SECRETARY  Jenni Talbot* 

mob 
9417 5197 
0488941751 

jentalbot4@bigpond.com.au 

COMMITTEE Keilo Wise* 
Margaret Groves*+ 

6201 3346 
9408 5438 

 
groves@tadaust.org.au 

COMMITTEE Charmaine Pedrick* 0401342278 pedrickc@aapt.net.au 

COMMITTEE Margaret PC* 9403 0394 kynox@bigpond.net.au 

CONVENORS    

INFORMATION  Sally Whitmore* 0418893663 sally@oz-whitmore.com 

LIBRARIAN Anne McAdam* 
Margaret McKissock 

6460 2102 
9444 8308 

Anne.mcadam111@gmail.com 

YARN AREA Sue Greig  
Jo Rhodes* 

9448 0840 
9447 3662 

sue_greig@hotmail.com 
jorhodes@iinet.net.au 

EQUIPMENT HIRE Sue Greig  9448 0840 sue_greig@hotmail.com 

YARNSPINNER EDITOR Evelyn Cousins* 9446 7026 lynato@iinet.net.au 

MEMBERSHIPS Evelyn Cousins* 9446 7026 lynato@iinet.net.au 

RAS REPRESENTATIVE Jean Leary 
June Lynn 

9386 5632 
9310 2161 

 

ARCHIVES Maureen Wilkie 9444 6609  

SPEAKERS Vacant   

WORKSHOPS Vacant   

HOUSEKEEPER Yvonne Sly 
Jayne Lane* 

9409 6860 
9342 0039 

yvonnesly@virginbroadband.com.au 
a_lane1@optusnet.com.au 

SHARING TABLE Margaret PC* 9403 0394 kynox@bigpond.net.au 

WEB PAGE EDITOR Candace Gibson* 9474 9676 candacegibson@yahoo.com 

AUDITOR David Williams   

The Alexander Park Craft House Committee member representing the 
Guild for 2013 is:- 

Margaret Groves 
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From Times NewsFeedHow to keep the multi-colored blankets from turning 
into a soggy mess after the first summer thunderstorm? Each blanket was 
made from acrylic fiber, which doesn’t absorb water like cotton, wool or 
other natural fibers.  Then more than 350 volunteers spent last weekend 
affixing each panel to the bridge using plastic zip ties donated by the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. After the project comes 
down next month, all the blankets will be washed and donated to local 
shelters. 

Once seen as a somewhat subversive kind of street art wrapping everything 
from bikes to buses, large-scale “yarn bombs” like Knit the Bridge are now 
winning approval — and even support — from local government. In July, 
yarn bombers in Portland, Oregon got permission to install a large knitted 
banner on the Broadway Bridge, which spans the Willamette River, in honor 
of the structure’s 100th birthday on August 10. Headed up by local artist Tyler 
Mackie, the banner was knit by 150 volunteers from merino wool, and will 
be divided into afghans once it’s taken down this Thursday. 

Pittsburgh’s Knit the Bridge project was headed up by the Fiberarts Guild of 
Pittsburgh with help from the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts, and was funded 
by more than $100,000 in donations, including more than $20,000 raised on 
crowdfunding site Indiegogo.  Made possible with support from Allegheny 
County, the project was installed on one of the Three Sisters bridges, 
formerly known as the Seventh Street Bridge. (It was renamed in 2005 after 
Pittsburgh native, Pop artist Andy Warhol.) Nearly 1900 volunteers worked 
on the project, which the group is calling the largest yarn bomb ever created 
in the United States. 

From Times NewsFeed, Submitted by Anne McAdam 

(Continued from page 6) 

where they established the university that bears their name, Stanford University, a 
memorial to a son that Harvard no longer cared about.  

You can easily judge the character of others by how they treat those who they think 
can do nothing for them.  

A TRUE STORY by Malcolm Forbes  

"People will forget what you said; People will forget what you did, but people will 
never forget how you made them feel."  

Contributed by Sue Mercer 

(Continued from page 14) 

http://chasingmailboxes.com/2011/06/01/d-c-commute-scenes-yarn-bombing-and-bicycles/
http://www.environmentalgraffiti.com/graffiti/news-yarn-bombing-not-just-your-grandmas-graffiti-0
http://chasingmailboxes.com/2011/06/01/d-c-commute-scenes-yarn-bombing-and-bicycles/
http://www.environmentalgraffiti.com/graffiti/news-yarn-bombing-not-just-your-grandmas-graffiti-0
http://tylermackie.tumblr.com/
http://tylermackie.tumblr.com/
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A GINGHAM DRESS 

A lady in a faded gingham dress and her husband, dressed in a homespun 
threadbare suit, stepped off the train in Boston, and walked timidly without an 
appointment into the Harvard University President's outer office.  

The secretary could tell in a moment that such backwoods, country hicks had no 
business at Harvard & probably didn't even deserve to be in Cambridge .."We'd like 
to see the president," the man said softly.  

"He'll be busy all day," the secretary snapped.  

"We'll wait," the lady replied.  

For hours the secretary ignored them, hoping that the couple would finally become 
discouraged and go away.  

They didn't, and the secretary grew frustrated and finally decided to disturb the 
president, even though it was a chore she always regretted.  

"Maybe if you see them for a few minutes, they'll leave," she said to him!  

He sighed in exasperation and nodded. Someone of his importance obviously didn't 
have the time to spend with them, and he detested gingham dresses and homespun 
suits cluttering up his outer office.  

The president, stern faced and with dignity, strutted toward the couple.  

The lady told him, "We had a son who attended Harvard for one year. He loved 
Harvard. He was happy here. But about a year ago, he was accidentally killed. My 
husband and I would like to erect a memorial to him, somewhere on campus."  

The president wasn't touched. He was shocked.  

"Madam," he said, gruffly, "we can't put up a statue for every person who attended 
Harvard and died. If we did, this place would look like a cemetery."  

"Oh, no," the lady explained quickly. "We don't want to erect a statue. We thought 
we would like to give a building to Harvard."  

The president rolled his eyes. He glanced at the gingham dress and homespun suit, 
then exclaimed, "A building! Do you have any earthly idea how much a building 
costs? We have over seven and a half million dollars in the physical buildings here at 
Harvard."  

For a moment the lady was silent. The president was pleased. Maybe he could get 
rid of them now.  

The lady turned to her husband and said, "Is that all it costs to start a university? 
Why don't we just start our own?"  

Her husband nodded. The president's face wilted in confusion and bewilderment.  

Mr. and Mrs. Leland Stanford got up and walked away, travelling to Palo Alto, CA 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Craft House Guild Groups 

KUMIHIMO GROUP  
Kumihimo Braiders meet on the first Thursday of each month from 10am to 
1pm. Beginners are welcome. Contact Audrey Ford 93045231. 
 

TAPESTRY GROUP 
Contact Stephanie Cantoni 93858774  
 

SPINNING GROUP 
Spinners meet at Craft House on the fourth Saturday of each month from 10:00 
am. Beginners are very welcome. Members share their knowledge with each 
other. Library and Yarn areas are open. 
 

Bring your lunch and your spindle or spinning wheel. The Guild equipment, 
including carders, drum carder, various spinning wheels, electric wheels and 
dye equipment, is available for use by members. 
 

In-house Weavers (Tues group) 
 

What a wonderful display we had at the Project of the Year and a big thank you 
to all who contributed. 
I had a lot of comments regarding the theme and how well matched it was to 
the weaving entries, which goes to show there was a lot of thought put into our 
work. 
We not only won the best Group entry, but Mrs Reid also gave us her Patrons 
vote.  
 
It is terrific to see the new members proudly  showing off their work; samplers 
being turned into scarves and enthusiastic ideas for their next project----- keep 
it up ladies. 
 
We only have 2 more months to go for 2013 (where has the year gone ?) so 
please think about the format for next year; do we continue with samples on 
looms or would the weavers prefer to be working on their own projects??? 
This needs to be a joint decision so give it some thought to be discussed at our 
Nov. meeting. The more ideas thrown into the melting pot, the livelier the 
discussion! 
 
 

WEAVING LESSONS 
For anyone needing lessons, I would rather have these after lunch, giving me 
weaving time in the morning. Beginners are most welcome in the morning to 
work on their own, try out samples or just look to get ideas and helpful advice 
from willing members. 
 

Happy weaving           Sue 
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Guild Membership Fees for 2013 
 

 Full —$40.00  Pensioner—$30.00 Associate—$30.00 
 Student—$30.00  Family—$65.00  Group—$45.00 
If renewing by mail, please include your Renewal form, (or if you don’t have that, 
then your name, postal address and phone number) along with a stamped self-
addressed envelope for return of your receipt and year badge. Half Fees apply 
after 1st July, and late arrivals who join after 1st October have the option to pay 
in full which then includes their sub for the following year. 
 

Prospective new members should contact the Membership Officer, Evelyn, on 
9446 7026 or lynato@iinet.net.au for further details on how to join. 

 

PAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT’S NOTEBOOK.’ 

Greetings everyone 

We're looking forward to having Janet back sometime quite soon; we hope 
she's enjoyed a healthy dose of sunshine and warmth in her northerly 
retreat, and beheld the natural tapestry of our ancient land. 

Congratulations to the winners of the skein and sample competition: Janet 
Allsworth, Margaret Groves, and Sue Greig. Let's hope we sustain a good 
level of entries for next year. 

2013 is almost over, with only two full months of Guild activities to go, and 
far be it for me to echo the cliché 'where has the year gone!', so I won't. 

For those who are interested, don't forget the Toodyay Show, on Saturday 
12th October; it would be great for those of us who can to support our 
members in that lovely town. 

Also, the APCH Open Day is on Sunday 20th October, and it will be a superb 
way to advertise our craft alongside all the others who use Craft House. 
I'm looking forward to the yarn bombing which is being planned for a tree 
on the corner of Clyde Road and Elstree Avenue; what a novel way of 
promoting the open day, reviving the erstwhile guerrilla instincts of our 
members, and, although not cruel to the tree in question, perhaps it will 
titillate or embarrass, if not uplift, the hapless dicotyledon. 

Kindest regards, 
Jayne Lane, Vice-President 
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Yarn Shop Report 
 

Next time you visit the Yarn Room come and see the delightful Turkish drop 
spindles for lace weight spinning. Beautifully crafted and well worth adding 
to or starting your collection of spinning equipment. 

 There is a selection of 4 & 8 ply cottons for weaving, crochet or knit. 

 Bumps of alpaca in natural colours from West Australian breeders. 

 Natural silk in rovings and hankies ready for dyeing. 

 A selection of natural dyes is available. 

If you are interested in placing an order for any items or have any enquiries, 
please contact Sue or Jo for your weaving, spinning or dyeing requirements. 

Jo Rhodes 

To help make a success of the Alexander Park Craft House Open Day on Sunday 
20th October (10:00am to 3:00pm) we need some volunteers. 

The Guild has requested two interior tables and an outside area.  We will be using 
the indoor tables as trading table and a space for Guild volunteers to explain 
about our facilities i.e. loan equipment and library, and have a guild spinning 
wheel set up for people to try. 

The outside area is likely to be used by us for demonstrations of spinning, weaving 
and any of the other crafts we promote, should someone want to demonstrate. 

We need some volunteers for the Trading Table who are happy to talk about the 
Guild to prospective members, and others who are willing to demonstrate or 
teach.   If you can help for either the whole day or even part that would be a huge 
help. 

If you would like to volunteer please contact Jenni Talbot on 0488 941 751 or e-
mail JenTalbot4@bigpond.com.au 

Members will also have the opportunity to sell handmade articles through the 
trading table, so if you want to sell something you have made or spun please 
ensure that the item is clearly priced with your name on it.  If you could bring this 
or make arrangements for it to be brought to the last Guild day (12th October) 
before the Open Day on the 20th October that would be much appreciated. 

Even if you haven't volunteered you can still share this exciting day and just come 
along and have a look - we would love to see you there. 

Candace 

mailto:JenTalbot4@bigpond.com.au
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Small Tapestries Exhibition 

APCH News 

APCH  Open Day 

This will be on Sunday 30th Oct. and will involve most of the groups that use 
APCH. There will be extensive publicity around the area, as well as “Yarn 
Bombing” the large tree on the driveway entrance. Jennie Abbott from the 
84 Group is heading up that project and needs willing hands to help out. I will 
attach a copy of a “Web” pattern (on the back of the General Meeting 
Minutes) that she has distributed and she would like as many as possible 
made. These will be hung, stretched, attached (whatever) from the 
surrounding trees. Please feel free to be as artistic as you like, the more 
colourful the better. “Dressing” the tree will be on 6th Oct, starting at 10.00 
am if you want to come and help. 

Hopefully this will get the attention of local residents as well as the tennis 
club members and bring in the crowds. 

We will have 2 tables in the hall to display our work and for those who wish 
to sell, please mark prices clearly, and if a garment is to be worn please make 
sure there are washing instructions and yarn content on a label. Also have a 
detailed list written up. 

We will also be demonstrating spinning and weaving, (table, inkle, rigid 
heddle, Kumohimo etc) so please contact Candace who has a roster sheet 
going, (see contact details on inside cover) if you can help out. 

A great way to show-case our work, not only to the general public but to the 
other groups and for us to see what they are doing. 

Sue Greig 
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28th September—5th October Perth Royal Show 

Saturday 12th October 
Deadline for contributions to the 
November Yarn Spinner  

Saturday 12th October Toodyay Show 

Sunday 20th October APCH Open Day 

Saturday 9th November Guild Christmas Meeting and Luncheon 

Saturday 23rd November Stock-take and cleanup day 

2014  

Saturday 8th February General Meeting and AGM 

Saturday 26th April 
Indigo Dying Workshop—details to 
follow 

Dates for your diary 

160th Toodyay Agricultural Show 
Saturday 12th October 2013 

Just a short note to encourage entries into the Hand Spinning Section or 
the Alpaca & Coloured Fleeces Section of the Toodyay Show. 

If you require a copy of the Entry Form or Show Book please don’t 
hesitate to contact me on 9574 4001 or email 
berenice@bordernet.com.au 

It would be great to see some “competition” with items of craft from 
other Clubs. It would also be good just to come and meet the Team who 
entered the Back to Back Challenge and view the jumper that was 
completed in 9hrs, 16min, 59sec and perhaps chat about the “ups” and 
“downs” in competing in this kind of Challenge. 

Kind regards, 
Berenice Robertson 
Toodyay Spinners (Inc.) 

mailto:Berenice@bordernet.com.au
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The Andy Warhol Bridge in downtown Pittsburgh will be decorated 
with knitted, crocheted and woven blankets through September 6, as 

part of a public art project called Knit the Bridge. 

A bridge needs a blanket like a fox needs a jacket. But adorning one of 
Pittsburgh’s best-known bridges with 580 knitted and crocheted blankets 
wasn’t about keeping the 1061-ft. long Andy Warhol Bridge warm. “It is 
about connecting and bridging communities,” says Amanda Gross, a local 
fiber artist who headed up the record-breaking public art installation on 
the 87-year-old, steel suspension bridge spanning the Allegheny River. 

To ensure that the idea of 
connectedness wasn’t 
merely symbolic, Gross 
and a large team of 
volunteers held hundreds 
of “knit ins” throughout 
Allegheny County and 
surrounding areas in 
senior centers, 
community centers, and 
children’s museums. 

 “We taught tons of teenage boys how to knit,” says Gross, adding that 
some of the panels were knitted by members of the blind and deaf 
community. She even made one 3-foot by 6-foot panel included in the 
finished work by attaching small pieces created by 120 novice knitters 
who attended one of her knit ins held during the fourteen months 
leading up to the installation, which will remain up through September 6. 

Unlike much fine art, which can involve expensive supplies and years of 
training, “you can knit with two sticks and some kind of fiber,” says 
Gross, who adds that the fiber work included in the project, dubbed Knit 
the Bridge, also includes crocheting and weaving. “They are all extremely 
accessible art forms,” she says. A recent graduate of Eastern Mennonite 
University with a master’s degree in conflict transformation, she says the 
project embodies her goal of “using art to create positive change.” 

(Continued on page 15) 
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 Knitting Handspun Yvonne Sly for her jacket 

 Dyeing   Guiliana Bond for her stupendous sunset 

 Felting   Dawn Chivers for her felted wrap 

 Patrons Award &  In-House Weavers for their “Colours of the  
   Group Prize  Pilbara” 

 President’s Vote  Yvonne Sly’s jacket 

 

(Continued from page 8) 

SHARING TABLE SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 14th 2013 

While the emphasis on this day was on Project of the Year entries, Rachel 
reminded us of the approaching Royal Show by showing us the entries she had 
made.   

The Show has an annual free entry section which is a 
knitted toy which, once judged, is given to Princess 
Margaret Hospital for children.  Rachel had knitted a 
colourful rabbit.  As the Show is featuring cattle, this 
year Rachel also had a profitable looking black and 
white cow..   

Two other very bright entries were knitted gloves in 
bright green walmese merino and  equally bright 
socks in variegated red wool and cashmere mix.  Rachel will certainly 
be making a splash. 

Barbara Mitchell had been spinning alpaca and had three 
beautiful skeins, a white/cream, a fawn and a dark brown/
black.  Should all look wonderful used together or singly  

Connie Ward 

http://knitthebridge.wordpress.com/
http://knitthebridge.wordpress.com/
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From the Library 

Knit Noro Accessories.—30 Colorful Little Knits. 

Revered for its vibrant colourways and natural fibres, 
Noro has created a beautiful book to inspire you. There 
are fast and easy fingerless gloves, warm and cosy 
scarves and cowls, chic bags and totes and gorgeous 
accents for the home. 

Crochet Noro.— 30 Dazzling Designs. 

Crochet Noro puts vibrant Noro yarns into the hands of 
some of today's most talented designers. There are 
designs for  glorious garments, such as shawls, scarves 
and cowls, tunics, pullovers and cardigans. There's even 
a miniskirt! Creative bags, wristwarmers, hats, a crafty 
caplet and a necklace round out the fabulous selection. 

Anne McAdam 

Earlier in the year I went on holiday to Germany, and spent three weeks 
travelling through Bavaria.  

I bought along my spindle and some wool (of course….who would ever 
leave home without those essentials?) and happily spun my way along 
the Romantic Road. I spun two balls of singles, and then had to ply them. 

After a bit of trial and error I discovered that 
one of our very typically Bavarian souvenirs - a 

beer stein - was a perfect 
lazy kate! 

I put my balls of singles 
inside with their ends 
attached to my spindle, and closed the lid. The 
singles were kept under tension but flowed 
perfectly, and didn't roll around or get tangled up.  

I don't drink beer myself, but I now have another very good use for a beer 
stein! 

Cecilia Jordan 
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Sharing Table `—Saturday   August 24th 
 

. 

Candace  -   Corridale  3 ply 

Candace—Rainy Pigeon 
Roof, Ixchel,   2 ply 

Candace—Thylacine 2 ply Sandra Melville— Wheelchair 
Blanket Squares 

Daphne Rowlett 
Bootees 
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From the Weekend West Travel Supplement 
7th September 2013 

Project of the Year 

The annual challenge for the Guild, “The Colours of Australia” was a wonderful show, with a plethora of entries 
representing many regions of the country.  The judges must have been overwhelmed and pleased by the 

number of the entries they received, and the rest of us spent quite a bit of time viewing all 
the entries and trying to decide just which entry would be given our vote for people’s 
choice.  So many of us wished that we could vote for more than one, as there were several 
items that were so deserving  - all wonderfully crafted, with excellent interpretation of the 
colours and both technically and artistically appealing. 

The in-house category was “The Colours of the Pilbara”, and I especially 
enjoyed the interpretations of the area, with the artists using both 
photographs and personal experiences to capture the stunning natural 
beauty of the Pilbara area.  Our members captured and presented this 
beauty in wonderful and imaginative ways. 

In addition to weaving we saw knitting, crochet, spinning, felting and dyeing in 
wonderful combinations. 

One weaver interpreted the colours of the birds of Australia: 
The galah, honey 
eater, budgerigar, 
rainbow lorikeet. 

Another interpretation, 
“Lacy Days at the Beach” provided a variety of woven laces in 
cottolin, linen and alpaca. 

Barbara Mitchell 

\ 

There were 46 entries in to the Competition this year, which was an outstanding effort!  Prizes 
were awarded as follows:- 
 

 Weaving Off Loom Anne Miller for her leaf sampler 

 Loom Weaving  Kjerstin Bjelland for her blue scarf 

 Spinning   Keilo Wise for her handspun knitted circular shawl 

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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