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FOR SALE 
 

 2 Ashford Traditional wheels in good working order. Each $50 ono 
Contact Jane Fraser on 0439 979 748 

 Ashford 4 shaft table loom on  stand and can be converted to use foot 
treadles.32" weaving width, 10 dpi reed, all new Texlov heddles. $500 
ono  Please call Laura Bailey 0415 975 146 

 Ertoel electric spinning wheel with jumbo bobbins and foot pedal. 
Hardly used, as new, half price, $450 ono. Margaret (08)9302 5978 or 
0439957753  

WANTED 

 Black Merino Sheep for DNA testing, please contact Jenni Talbot. 
Jentalbot4@bigpond.com.au  

Guild members can advertise in the YarnSpinner (at no charge) any events or 
items for sale . Contact the editor at the Guild address or at 
lynato@iinet.net.au.  
Non members may advertise but must pay $5 per line, in advance. 

Snippet 
Ornamental thistles known as Cardoons—(botanical name Carduus, from the 
Latin) - were traditionally used  for cleaning up cotton before it was spun. 
Hence "carding" 

Marg PC. 
Sturdy Balls with Labels 
Before winding a skein of yarn on a ball-winder, cut a 5 cm piece off a 
cardboard tube from an empty toilet paper roll.  Slip this over the plastic cone 
on the ball winder and wind your yarn around this cardboard form.  This gives 
the ball of yarn a firm centre and helps it to keep its shape.  You can also put 
yarn information on labels and stick them to the inside of the cardboard roll 
for a permanent record. 

Indigo Dying Workshop  

Kjerstin Bjelland has kindly offered us the use of her property at . 

55 Annetts Road, Walliston 

Regrettably details of times, cost and requirements are not currently 
available, so if you are hoping to attend this Workshop, it would be best 
to contact our Workshop Coordinator, Alaine Haddon-Casey, direct. 
Contact details can be found on page 2           Space is limited. 

  

 

 

Deadline for Contributions: Second Saturday of the month 

April 2014 Volume 44, No. 3 

HANDWEAVERS’, SPINNERS’ AND DYERS  

GUILD OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC 

Alexander Park Craft House 

Clyde Road, Menora  

Phone: (08) 93705004 (with answer machine) 

Mail: P.O. Box 446 INGLEWOOD WA 6932 

Web:  http://spinweavewa.org/ 

The YarnSpinner 

Saturday 12th April 2014 

11:00  The Speaker will be Mrs. Sue Dunne  

who will talk about “The CWA Today” 
followed by 

12:00  General Meeting 

Tea and coffee are available until 1:00 pm 
The Library and the Yarn Area will be open from 10.00am 

 

Saturday 26th April, 2014 

Sorry—No Spinning  on this Day  
since we are unable to use the Hall due to a weekend 

workshop booking by another Member of the Alexander 

Park Craft House Group,  

 
 

mailto:Jentalbot4@bigpond.com.au
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Office Bearers and Convenors for 2013   
* indicates committee member    + indicates APCH Committee member 

PRESIDENT Janet Allsworth*+ 9407 9025 clem.allsworth@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT      1 
                                    2 

Candace Gibson* 
Jo Rhodes* 

9474 9676 
9447 3662 

candacegibson@yahoo.com 
jorhodes@iinet.net.au 

TREASURER Sally Whitmore* 0418893663 sally@oz-whitmore.com 

SECRETARY  Jenni Talbot* 

mob 
9417 5197 
0488941751 

jentalbot4@bigpond.com.au 

COMMITTEE Jayne Lane* 9342 0039 a_lane1@optusnet.com.au 

COMMITTEE Charmaine Pedrick* 0401342278 pedrickc@aapt.net.au 

COMMITTEE Margaret PC* 9403 0394 kynox@bigpond.net.au 

CONVENORS    

INFORMATION  Sally Whitmore* 0418893663 sally@oz-whitmore.com 

LIBRARIAN Anne McAdam* 6460 2102 Anne.mcadam111@gmail.com 

YARN AREA Sue Greig  
Jo Rhodes* 

9448 0840 
9447 3662 

sue_greig@hotmail.com 
jorhodes@iinet.net.au 

EQUIPMENT HIRE Sue Greig  9448 0840 sue_greig@hotmail.com 

YARNSPINNER EDITOR 
ASSISTANT 

Evelyn Cousins* 
Cecilia Jordan 

9446 7026 
62527575 

lynato@iinet.net.au 
ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com 

MEMBERSHIPS Evelyn Cousins* 9446 7026 lynato@iinet.net.au 

RAS REPRESENTATIVE Jean Leary 
June Lynn 

9386 5632 
9310 2161 

 

ARCHIVES Vacant   

SPEAKERS Margaret PC* 9403 0394 kynox@bigpond.net.au 

WORKSHOPS Alaine Haddon-Casey 9383 7603 scasey@iinet.net.au 

HOUSEKEEPER Yvonne Sly 
Jayne Lane* 

9409 6860 
9342 0039 

yvonnesly@virginbroadband.com.au 
a_lane1@optusnet.com.au 

SHARING TABLE Margaret PC* 9403 0394 kynox@bigpond.net.au 

WEB PAGE EDITOR Candace Gibson* 9474 9676 candacegibson@yahoo.com 

AUDITOR David Williams   

The Alexander Park Craft House Committee member representing the 
Guild for 2014 is:- 

Janet Allsworth 
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Entry Forms available from the Guild Office or from:- 
http://tinyurl.com/pkkamdu  (copy and paste in to your browser) 
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Yarn Shop Report 
Just arrived: 

 New sock yarns from Bendigo Woollen Mills,   

 New drop spindles that are very pretty to watch spinning around.  

 New hand dyed fibres from Victorian, Canadian and American fibre 
artists 

Still to arrive, due to delays in America caused by ice blizzards and heavy 

snow storms, are some drop spindles with whorls made from beautiful 

carved semi-precious stones and Chinese coins. 

If you are unable to come to the Guild please contact me and I could email 

you some photos of the items you are interested in. 

 Jo Rhodes 

"The Oyster" 
 

There once was an oyster whose story I tell, 
Who found that some sand had got into his shell. 

It was only a grain, but it gave him great pain. 
For oysters have feelings although they're so plain. 

 

Now, did he berate the harsh working of fate 
That had brought him to such a deplorable state? 
Did he curse at the government, cry for election, 

And claim that the sea should have given him protection? 
 

No — he said to himself as he lay on a shell, 
Since I cannot remove it, I shall try to improve it. 

Now the years have rolled round, as the years always do, 
And he came to his ultimate destiny — stew. 

And the small grain of sand that had bothered him so 
Was a beautiful pearl all richly aglow. 

 

Now the tale has a moral; for isn't it grand 
What an oyster can do with a morsel of sand? 

What couldn't we do if we'd only begin 
With some of the things that get under our skin. 

Author: Unknown 3 

 

Craft House Guild Groups 

KUMIHIMO GROUP  
Kumihimo Braiders meet on the first Thursday of each month from 10am to 1pm. 
Beginners are welcome. Contact Audrey Ford 93045231. 
 

TAPESTRY GROUP 
Contact Stephanie Cantoni 93858774  
 

SPINNING GROUP 
Spinners meet at Craft House on the fourth Saturday of each month from 10:00 
am. Beginners are very welcome. Members share their knowledge with each 
other. Library and Yarn areas are open. 
 

Bring your lunch and your spindle or spinning wheel. The Guild equipment, 
including carders, drum carder, various spinning wheels, electric wheels and dye 
equipment, is available for use by members. 
 

In-house Weavers  
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in the month, starting at 9.30.  The hall is 
booked until 4.00pm but everyone leaves at different times, depending on their 
needs and demands.  

This year won't start out with a planned program, the idea is to do your own 
weaving, hopefully on your own loom.  If you are not able to bring one you will 
be able to use a Guild loom and leave it in the store room.  If demand is high for a 
particular loom, there will be a 3 month limit on using it.  That will encourage you 
to finish the weaving within 3 months and get more done!  

Anyone wanting to experiment on a particular weave structure can use a guild 
loom and share ideas around.  

This is going to be a helping year, especially for the new weavers with everyone 
with weaving knowledge giving advice and encouragement to those in need.   
Please share your time and expertise to make for a happy weaving experience. 

Cheers 
Sue 
 

WEAVING LESSONS 
For anyone needing lessons, I would rather have these after lunch, giving me 
weaving time in the morning. Beginners are most welcome in the morning to 
work on their own, try out samples or just look to get ideas and helpful advice 
from willing members. 

Happy weaving           Sue 
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Guild Membership Fees for 2014 
 

 Full —$40.00  Pensioner—$30.00 Associate—$30.00 
 Student—$30.00  Family—$65.00  Group—$45.00 
If renewing by mail, please include your Renewal form, (or if you don’t have 
that, then your name, postal address and phone number) along with a 
stamped self-addressed envelope for return of your receipt and year badge. 
Half Fees apply after 1st July, and late arrivals who join after 1st October have 
the option to pay in full which then includes their sub for the following year. 
 

New members should contact the Membership Officer for further details on 
how to join. 

 

PAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT’S NOTEBOOK. 

It was so good to see 37 people signed in for our general meeting on 8th 
March. This included two visitors, friends of present members. By the 
end of the day both ladies had joined the Guild. Judietta and Leonie, we 
do welcome you to our membership. 

Although I have no pets I did enjoy our speaker, Dr. Joanna Milan, - what 
an interesting and informative presentation. Joanna was obviously 
pleased with her gift. Thank you Margaret PC for your donation of your 
beautiful hand crafted work. It was our secretary’s suggestion we have a 
stash of crafted gifts made by members for our speakers. Jenni will be 
pleased to accept contributions from members. 

Please let me know how you think the day ran. Having plenty of time 
when we first arrive to catch up and browse before our speaker and 
meeting, seemed to work!  Comments please. 

Thank you Yvonne for looking after the kitchen. Just a reminder to 
everyone to wash up cups etc, then no one need stay back and clear up. 

Remember if you wish to take part in the Scarf Exchange you only have 
until 28th March to send in your 150 grams of fibre. Details on page 15.  

Also patterns are available at the Guild for making poppies for the Poppy 
Project mentioned in the last YarnSpinner—contact Jenni. 

See you all on the 22nd March for our spinning day. 

Janet Allsworth 
Sorry about last month’s “demotion”   Ed 
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Book Review 

by Cecilia Jordan 

Pop Knitting by Britt-Marie 

Christofferson (Interweave Press 2012) 

– in the Guild library 

The author’s aim in writing this book was 

to inspire knitters to try new patterns and 

make up their own, and she has 

succeeded. This is a spectacular knitting 

stitch dictionary which uses relatively 

simple techniques and bold colours in 

innovative ways. There are no 

instructions for finished garments, but 

Christofferson uses photos of garments 

she has designed, to illustrate possible 

ways of using and combining stitches.  

The stitch patterns range from subtle 

textures created with slipped stitches to 

3D knitted fabrics with a combination of 

bright colours, holes, joined pieces and 

shaping. Some are based on traditional 

Swedish designs, and others look more 

like science  fiction. Every stitch pattern 

has clear row by row instructions and 

large clear colour photos, plus tips for 

modifying the basic stitches for even 

more variety.  

For me, this is a ‘next generation’ stitch 

dictionary that builds on the traditions of 

Mary Thomas and Barbara Walker, and 

provides information and inspiration that 

I would keep coming back to. I definitely 

recommend it (I think I’ll be getting a 

copy of my own!). 

For those whose love of textiles 
extends to shoes, the Bata Shoe 
Museum (also in Toronto) has a 
wonderful online exhibition called ‘All 
about Shoes’. It has lots of photos and 
information about the history, culture, 
construction techniques, 

embellishment and uses of a diverse 
range of shoes, from Inuit boots to 
wedding shoes from around the world, 
with a particular emphasis on shoe 
traditions from Canada and northern 
America.  

The Museum  of Anthropology 
(MOA) at the University of British Co-
lombia, Vancouver, has an online col-
lection that you can explore by object 
type, place, culture or timeline.  

The MOA collection covers a wide 
range of artefacts, including textiles 
and the tools used to make them (look 
out for the fabulous drop spindle from 
Papua New Guinea!). 

Have you found any weaving, spinning, dyeing, or textile-related  

websites that you’d like to share with the Guild?  

Please email Cecilia Jordan ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com  

http://collection-online.moa.ubc.ca/collection-online/explore  

www.allaboutshoes.ca/en/  

mailto:ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com
http://collection-online.moa.ubc.ca/collection-online/explore
http://www.allaboutshoes.ca/en/
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Hello Everyone, 

Further details for the Fleece & Fibre Festival. If 
any Club would like to enquire about taking a Stall 
for the day please contact:  Peter & Delveen 
Wakefield at Avalon Homestead on ph: 9574 
5050 or email: info@avalonhomestead.com.au 

Just to re-iterate; the Fleece & Fibre Festival is 31st May 2014 at the 
Toodyay Racecourse, Toodyay. Our Challenge is being held during 
this Festival and will start at 8.30am probably. 

Our fundraising page is up and running on Bowel Cancer Australia’s 
web page at: http://bowelcancerfundraising.org/
berenice_robertson—if anyone would care to donate, or you can 
just send a cheque direct to us at Toodyay Spinners. There is no 
obligation for you to do this. Your help last year was excellent. 

I am still hopeful that some of you may still want to join us 
and make a second team. I’m sure there must be some 
Spinners/Knitters out there who would love the 
Challenge!!! It is not too late to put in an Entry. I can give 
you details. Just email me at: 

berenice@bordernet.com.au  or ph: 9574 4001 and I’ll help if 
I can. 

We have been given sponsorship in the form of Polo Shirts to outfit 
the Team.  This was done by Hardwood Sports.  We thank them for 
this gesture. 

I do hope you will come and support us on the day. I think our Girls 
would love that.  Last year’s jumper will be on view, so come along 
and enjoy the day.  I know Peter & Delveen have quite a few 
activities planned to happen during the Festival, so 
please come and enjoy. 

Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

Kind Regards, 
Berenice Robertson 
Toodyay Spinners 
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Dates for your diary 

Friday 28th March 
2014 Scarf Exchange fibre and form 
due—details (p.15) 

Sunday 13th April 
Deadline for contributions to May 
YarnSpinner 

Saturday 26th April Indigo Dying Workshop—details p.16 

Friday 23rd May 
Entries close for the Alice Springs Beanie 
Festival (p.9) 

21st to the 25th May  
Craft & Quilt Fair at the Convention 
Centre  Volunteers required (p. 6 ) 

Saturday 31st May 
Toodyay Fleece & Fibre Festival and 
Back to Back Challenge  (p.12) 

20th to 23rd June 
Alice Springs Beanie Festival, for info go 
to http://www.beaniefest.org/  (p.9) 

Saturday 21st June Augusta Spin-In   (p.6) 

18th—20th July Bendigo Sheep & Wool Show 

Wise Owls 

“There is practically no activity that cannot be 

enhanced or replaced by knitting, if you really want to 

get obsessive about it.”  

Stephanie Pearl-McPhee  

 
“Properly practiced, knitting soothes the troubled spirit, 
and it doesn't hurt the untroubled spirit either.”   

Elizabeth Zimmermann 
 
 

Do you have wise or inspirational words to share? 

Please email Cecilia Jordan ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com  

mailto:info@avalonhomestead.com.au
http://bowelcancerfundraising.org/berenice_robertson
http://bowelcancerfundraising.org/berenice_robertson
mailto:berenice@bordernet.com.au
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/90577.Elizabeth_Zimmermann
mailto:ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com
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INVITATION TO SPIN-IN 

Members of Augusta Spinners and 

Weavers invite you and your friends 

to join us for a day of fun, friendship 

and sharing. 

DATE: Saturday 21st June 2014 

PLACE: Augusta Centennial Hall 

COST: $6 includes door prize, am and pm teas  and 

 lunch 

RSVP  by 1st June to PO Box 164, Augusta, 6290 

 

Bring items to show on sharing table. 

 

COMPETITION: - 

Make doll, (basic pattern available on request from PO 

Box 164, Augusta, WA 6290 or from the Guild) to 

represent someone famous or infamous! 

We will be having a demonstration stall at the Quilt & Craft Show, (5 

days in all) again this year, which means we need people to volunteer 

for at least three hours at a time to be at the stall, to talk to people 

about spinning, weaving and probably knitting.  

We also need any woven or knitted items to hang on our demonstration 

board and table.  Very good care  will be taken of these items, so if you 

have anything we would appreciate it. 
Sally 
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Notes on talk given by Dr Joanna Milan 

Dr Milan gives her consultations on holistic vetinary care as 
a visiting practitioner south of the river in Perth. She has 
worked for many years in the region but originates from 
Canada where she trained.  Her clients are mostly pet 
animals of the cat and dog variety but she does also treat 

larger animals such as alpacas and goats.  

Treating animals from a holistic base means consideration of the genetics, 
diet, environment, physical/mental/emotional states, and the animals’ 
relationships with people and other animals.  

Many of the ideas of holistic treatment are based on Chinese medicine which 
pays great attention to the relation between the animal and the five 
elements, particularly fire and water.  

Different breeds of animals will show different symptoms to diseases but 
these will also be affected by their particular constitution.  

The methods usually employed by Dr. Milan are acupuncture, diet, trigger-
point therapy, chiropractic and Chinese herbal medicines. 

Dr Milan answered many questions from the audience, several of which 
related to older animals and how to give them a good quality of life during 
their later years.  

The talk was very illuminating and accompanied by a slide show of animals 
being treated, apparently without any distress to them.  

The audience showed their interest by the number of questions and Dr Milan 
was presented with a handspun cloth and tote bag in gratitude for her time. 

Margaret Groves 
 

As a footnote, I should mention that I have had my dogs treated 
holistically for many years by just about everyone mentioned in 
Dr. Milan’s talk, and cannot speak highly enough of the treatment 
received.  This is, of course, in addition to traditional veterinary 
medicine from my local vet (I wouldn’t go to Dr. Milan to treat a 
broken bone, or canine glaucoma (there are specialists for this—
and yes dogs can get it too!) 

Evelyn 

$17.29 from Fishpond 
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From the Library 

Indigo  Jenny Balfour-Paul 

Indigo is the story of the world's oldest dye.  Produced from 
plants by a process akin to alchemy, indigo has a unique 
place in human history.  This book draws together the many 
links of the world- wide indigo chain. 
 

Twill Thrills Madelyn van der Hoogt (ed.) 

This book has everything you need to know to design and 
weave twill fabrics.  Straight, point, broken, zig zag, diamond 
and mixed twills are included, as well as the new advancing 
and networked twills.  There are 36 unique projects with 
complete, easy-to-follow directions. 

Anne McAdam 

Spotted in “Handwoven” Nov/Dec 1990 
and sent in by Margaret PC 
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Web Watch: From Canada with Love 
Visit the textile museums of Canada without the 30 hour flight… 

www.textilemuseum.ca  

The Textile Museum of Canada 
(TMC), based in Toronto, has a 
great website for anyone looking 
for textile information or  
inspiration from around the world, 
and through history.  More than 
6,000 items from the TMC’s amaz-
ing collection can be browsed 
online, there are free 
wallpapers to download, plus the 
museum shop, which includes 
books published by the TMC.  

 
 

Fabric fragment , Peru 1200-1520AD 
(TMC online collection)  

More interesting Web sites on page 13 

http://www.textilemuseum.ca
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Sharing Table—Saturday 22nd February 2014 

This was a “body and shawl” Saturday!! 
Janet Allsworth produced a magnificent knitted lacy 
shawl in autumn shades, spun from organic Polworth/
silk tops; she had spun the two singles carefully to 
keep the colour sequence parallel in order to avoid 
too much colour mixing and to have a fairly regular 
stripy look. 

Kat Sherwin had knitted  
a) an exquisite slaty-grey alpaca lace shawl beaded 
with little red glass beads using the crochet hook 
method of beading (Pattern is “Morticia” by BooKnits, 
and 

b) a stunning short-sleeved lacy cotton/acrylic cardigan 
which she was wearing till we got it off her to display on 
the table 
 

Sharing Table—Saturday 8th March 2014 

Sandra Melville showed us her floating nuno felted scarf 
which she had made with the “84 group” – most elegant 
Sandra! 
 

Janet Allsworth made the most of 
her “convalescence” while recovering from foot 
surgery by knitting up all her handspun, producing a 
lacy merino scarf, a large blue/grey lacy shawl spun 
from merino tops and a 

light but chunky vest using handspun Blue Face 
Leicester tops.   
 

Nice to see you driving 
again Janet – I’m sure all 
your time knitting 
helped to speed up the 
healing process! 
 
 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Carolyn Clair showed us two cosy beanies; an impressive 
effort considering she is a comparatively recent spinner. 
 

Joy Skinner didn’t waste any time while 
watching the cricket, producing several 
pairs of knitted socks (for humans) and 
many knitted jumpers – for 
the penguins 
on Phillip 

Island as well as poppies for the 
Poppy Project.  

 
Gail Campbell produced a beautiful light shawl 
woven in plain weave from wool and 
embroidery cotton. 

Margaret PC 

(Continued from page 8) 


