
  

 

Contribution deadline the June 2019 edition of the  

YarnSpinner: Saturday 11 May 2019 

The YarnSpinner 
Newsletter of the Handweavers’, Spinners’ 

 and Dyers’ Guild of Western Australia 

Volume 49 No. 4 

May 2019 

DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed in correspondence in this newsletter are 

not necessarily those of the Guild  

Coming up…. 

Saturday 11 May 2019: General Meeting of the Handweavers’,  

Spinners’ and Dyers’ Guild of WA. 
 

10am Library & Yarn Area open  

10:30am Pop up workshop - currently TBC  

11am Guest speaker: John Bennier, Afrino sheep breeder  

12pm HWSDGWA General Meeting 

 

Coffee and tea available. BYO lunch. 
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Alexander Park Craft House Guild Groups 
 

SPINNING GROUP: 4th Saturday of each month from 10am 

Beginners welcome. Library and Yarn Area open. Bring your spindle 

or spinning wheel, your latest project, and lunch. Coffee and tea 

provided. Guild equipment is available for hire by members 

including hand and drum carders, spinning wheels, and dye 

equipment . Contact Information Officer (details page 15). 

 

IN-HOUSE WEAVERS: 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month from 9:30am 

Anyone is welcome to join us! Contact Brenda Roy 9381 4870 or 

brenda@cadplan.com.au. 

 

TAPESTRY GROUP: 

Contact Stephnie Cantoni stephniecantoni@bigpond.com or Jan 

Hunter wsf.jmhunter@bigpond.com.  

Guild Membership Fees for 2019 
 

Full $65.00       Concession $52.00 Associate/Junior $52.00 

Student $52.00         Family $97.50  Group $97.50 

 

If a person applies for membership after 1 October, their fee will 

include membership for the current and  following year. 
 

Renewing Members: If renewing by mail, please include renewal 

form (or name, postal address and phone no.) and a stamped self-

addressed envelope for return of your receipt and name badge. 

Renewing members no longer receive a name badge—members 

get a perpetual badge at joining. To replace a lost badge, 

contact  Membership Officer (details page 15). A $13 fee applies. 
 

New members: For info on joining contact Membership Officer 

(details page 15). 

HANDWEAVERS’, SPINNERS’ AND DYERS’ GUILD  

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC 
 

Alexander Park Craft House 

Clyde Road, Menora  

Mail:    P.O. Box 446 INGLEWOOD WA 6932 

Email:  Information & Publicity Officer  

            candacegibson@yahoo.com  

Web:  http://spinweavewa.org/ 

mailto:stephniecantoni@bigpond.com
mailto:wsf.jmhunter@bigpond.com
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Dates for your diary 

Saturday 11 May 

HWSDGWA General Meeting, APCH, from 10am  
11am Guest speaker: John Bennier, Afrino sheep 
breeder of Bailup Downs WA will come to share with 
us his history as a sheep farmer and provide some 
insights into the Afrino sheep, a bare breech sheep 
which requires no mulesing. 

Wednesday 22—Sunday 
26 May 

Craft and Quilt and Fair, Perth Convention & 
Exhibition Centre www.craftfair.com.au/wp/Perth/  

Thursday 23 May Swan Valley Spin In (see below) 

Saturday 25 May 
Spinning Day, APCH, from 10am 
Spinning Study Group (APCH Studio) from 10:30am 

Saturday 25—Sunday 26 
May  

Beginners weaving course 1: day 1 and day 2 (APCH) 

Sunday 2 June Toodyay Fibre Festival (pg. 13) 

Saturday 8 June HWSDGWA Spin In, APCH (details pg. 4)  

Sunday 9 June Beginners weaving course 1: day 3 (APCH) 

Saturday 22 June 
Spinning Day, APCH, from 10am 
Spinning Study Group (APCH Studio) from 10:30am 

Tuesday 13—Wednesday 
14 August 

Laverne Waddington backstrap weaving workshop 
(pg. 14) 

Saturday 31 August—
Sunday 1 September 

Beginners weaving course 2: day 1 and day 2 (APCH) 

Sunday 15 September Beginners weaving course 2: day 3 (APCH) 

Saturday 28 September—
Saturday 5 October 

Perth Royal Show 

Swan Valley Spin In  
 

The Swan Valley Spinners are celebrating their pearl anniversary (30th!) with a 
spin in… 
 

WHEN: Thursday 23 May, 10am to 3pm 
WHERE: Baskerville Hall, Memorial Drive, Baskerville (Swan Valley) 
COST: $10 includes morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea 
RSVP: Jane Fraser at 0439 979 748 or ninasprings@westnet.com.au  
 

Raffles, staff holders, sharing table and more. Hope to see you there! 

http://www.craftfair.com.au/wp/Perth/
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Sharing Table—Saturday 13 April 
 

Lots and lots and lots!!! Winter and ag-shows are  
a-coming! 
 

Helen Lovitt knitted 3 pairs of 
socks for “sock madness” – 
two pairs have qualified and 
one pair to go! Detail of 
Helen’s weighty jacket; she 
made the point that you can’t 
always rely on the suggested 
quantity – she ran out of 
wool twice. Helen’s cute 
Shetland 2ply beanie, and  
Rachel Meissner knitted it’s 
twin. And Helen still squeezed 
in a yummy skein of chain-
plied sportweight merino top. 
 
 

Gail Campbell wove a colourful bundle of “Mayan 
Twilight” cotton Ripsmatta tea-towels, pattern by 

Sarah Jackson.  20 e.p.i. warp – 7 colours =  
natural 8/2 cotton; weft same 7 colours with 
alternate picks of cotton sewing thread. Gail felt 
that the sewing cotton gave it a pretty effect, 
but it made a thinner than required cloth  for an 
absorbent towel. 
 

Rae Flannagan spun  skeins 
of bright, multi-coloured 
wool, much coveted by our 
monthly speaker! 
 

Sue Greig always manages to put something on the 
table, this time a cheery scarf using up all her  
colourful hand-spun left-overs woven on her rigid-
heddle loom.  Sue also knitted a sweet merino/
Tencel beanie. 
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Speedy knitter, Gail Hamilton, 
produced two beautiful giant 
shawls; Gail calls one a “Fibre  
Festival” shawl by Dominique 
Trad, yarn – Adagio Mills Alpaca 
(light as a feather), and the other 
a rainbow of colour called “Dust 
of Snow” by Helen Stewart, Yarn 
by Dingo Dye Works.  

 
 

Giuliana Bond produced a scrumptious  
Corriedale/Dorset skein Dyed with chestnut husks 
and ferrous sulphate. 
 
 

Sue Webb wove a  
handsome plaid scarf  
using her own hand-spun   
Corriedale/ alpaca/
mohair blended on a 
blending board; 2ply 
22wpi. Sue also Eco dyed skeins of commercial 
100% wool with mistletoe leaves and flowers in a 
slow cooker – different shades depended on how 

much time they spent in the pot.  
 

Yummy Hibiscus-dyed 
Polworth tops  from 
Bronwyn Croghan. She 
also knitted slipper-socks 
from a dyed knitted 
blank. Lesson learnt: I 
wish I’d knitted “toe-up” 
socks so that I could 
have used up all the wool knitting the legs. I knitted these with no “leg” 
in case I ran short, much to my regret. PLUS Bronwyn dyed super fine 
Shetland with Bloodroot (Sorry Bronwyn, we didn’t get a photo of this—
apologies! - Ed.). 

Marg PC 
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Sharing Table—Saturday 23 March 
 

……always something 
new and inspiring from 
Kjerstin; a  poncho (a 
failed blanket says 
Kjerstin) in wool/
cotton/ mohair with a 
silk inlay, b) a twill wool 
and silk shawl – multi-

coloured warp and blue weft, and c) a merino/
silk log cabin wrap. 

 
Sue Greig spun up a generous armful 
of a) merino/silk plied with grey  
merino/silk/alpaca skeins, and b) the 
same merino/silk plied with grey/blue 
Tencel/merino. 
 

Finally, Bev Wal-
lis has FINISHED knitting her gorgeous grey jumper – 
photo taken immediately after cast-off!! 

Marg PC 

From the Editor… 
 

Hi Guild! In August this year I’m going on long service leave . On the plus 
side, this means I’ll be travelling and building a back verandah on my 
house. But the negative of this is that I won’t be able to put together the 
monthly Yarnspinner. I NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

The Guild is seeking a volunteer/volunteers to produce 4 Yarnspinners: 
September, October, November 2019 and February 2020.  
 

If you have access to (and can use) Microsoft Publisher, and can lend a 
hand, please let me know. I will give you templates, and lots of help and 
instructions.  
 

Contact Cecilia: 0406 506 941 or ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com. 
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Friendship in Busselton 
 
 

On 21 March the Busselton Spinners and Weavers held another  
Friendship Day, inviting members from the Bunbury and Augusta 

clubs.  Almost 40 people were there on 
the day with a number of new Busselton 
members enjoying their first social  
spinning session.    
 

The day was filled with lots of ideas being 
exchanged, lots of chat and laughter and 
of course plenty of food.  It was a very 
good day for networking in the South 
West. 
 

Sylvia Dixon, Busselton Spinners and 
Weavers President 
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Who do you follow? 
 

 

Do you have a favourite website, blog, Facebook page, Pinterest  
account or Instagram star that you follow, that you want to share with 
the Guild? Anything related to fibre, yarn, textiles, spinning, dyeing, 
weaving, designers, sheep breeders, artists, museums,  
galleries...whatever inspires you. Please let me know. Send a link to 
Yarnspinner Editor Cecilia Jordan at  ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com. 

Spinning Study Group 2019 
 

The Spinning Study Group is a monthly gathering at APCH for those who 
want some company and feedback whilst doing the NSW Guild  
Certificate of Competence in Handspinning—find out more at: 
www.nsweave.org.au/. The group meets every 4th Saturday of the 
month in the Studio at APCH (from 10:30am), every month until Dec. 
Contact Candace Cranston: 0424 984 883 or candacegibson@yahoo.com  

From the library 
 

Colours of the Country 
 

This beautifully illustrated book celebrates ten 
years of the Alice Springs Beanie Festival, as well 
as offering a few patterns for knitted and  
crocheted beanies in the back! 
 
Swedish Handcraft  Anna-Maja Nylen 
 

Sweden offers a 
wealth of clear and 
accessible examples 

of an unbroken craft tradition.  This book 
gives an overall view of the evolution of 
crafts and craft products, and their close 
interdependency on culture, physical  
environment and function. 
 

Anne McAdam 

mailto:ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com
http://www.nsweave.org.au/learn/accreditation/
mailto:candacegibson@yahoo.com
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From the archives: 
 

First published in the Yarnspinner in April 1972 
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Hase / Rabbit / Coniglio (SOURCE: www.gelitin.net/projects/hase/) 

Knitted by giant grandmothers 
 

Wolfgang Gantner, Ali Janka, Florian Reither and Tobias Urban are 
Gelitin, an artist collective based in Vienna. They first met and began 
working together in 1978, and began exhibiting internationally as a 
group in 1993.  
 

Their art is weird and wild and experimental (and some of it is just plain 
gross!), but in 2005 they experimented with knitting on a huge scale. 
 

Hase / Rabbit / Coniglio is a giant knitted pink rabbit which lies on a 
hillside in Piedmont, Italy. Made of wool and stuffed with straw, the  
rabbit took five years to knit, and is 61m long and 6m high – “as if knitted 
by giant grandmothers”. It lies out in the sun, rain and snow, slowly  
decomposing, and will remain in place until it completely disappears. 
 

Visitors are invited to climb over, into and through the rabbit – the 
artists describe the experience: “Happily in love you step down the  
decaying corpse, through the wound, now small like a maggot, over 
woollen kidney and bowel”.  A truly visceral experience of knitting! 
 

SOURCE: www.gelitin.net/projects/hase/  

http://www.gelitin.net/projects/hase/
http://www.gelitin.net/projects/hase/
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Wise Owls… 
Winter is coming 

 

"Nothing burns like the cold." 
George R.R. Martin 

 

"No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn." 
Hal Borland 

 

“Spring passes and one remembers one's innocence. 
Summer passes and one remembers one's exuberance. 
Autumn passes and one remembers one's reverence. 
Winter passes and one remembers one's perseverance.” 

Yoko Ono 
 

In the depth of winter, I finally learned that there was in me an  
invincible summer." 

Albert Camus 

“Aye, Miss. Most o’ the sheep in these parts belongs to  
Mister Fassett” 

Source: It Itches by Franklin Habit 
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From the Yarn Area 

We have new stock trickling in all the time, so pop over to our tables to refresh 
your memories and restock your depleted supplies (secret word for “STASH”)… 
new cotton from BWM (Bendigo Woollen Mills) has arrived and new 
scrumptious hand dyed tops of assorted smooshy blends from local indie dyers 
are on their way too. The digital row counters are back too (at a great price). 
 

There are assorted knitting/haberdashery accessories available on the swinging 
stands, along with beautiful hand turned spindles by Eastern Stater Frank 
Williams, and hand turned lucets by local craftsman Collin PC.  
 

Checkout the basket of hand dyed silk tops by Treetops, and a comprehensive 
selection of Landscape Dyes to delve into DIY dyeing.  
 

If you are interested is different fibres, there is a basket with a large selection 
of “nude” rovings for you to tryout. 
 

We don’t put all of these baskets out on the tables for display but please do 
not hesitate to ask us about any of these products - if they are in the 
cupboards…. you can pop in behind us to have a look.  
 
 

Happy spinning, weaving and dyeing—Sue & Jo 

Toodyay Fibre Festival 2019 
 

Hello creative yarn and fabric folk!! 
 

The Toodyay Fibre Festival will be happening on Sunday 2 June, 9am-4pm, at 
the Toodyay Memorial Hall (Stirling Terrace, Toodyay) 
 

As part of the festival, the Fibre Fashion Parade is on again. The organising  
committee are looking for budding or established designers who would be  
willing to have their work choreographed down the runway! 
 

Do you crochet? Knit? Felt? Sew? Patchwork? Embroider? Upcycle? Recycle, 
ladies clothes?? It would be so delicious to have you on board! 
 

Minimum three garments per entry with theme of “MAGIC”. 
 

Please contact Naomi Gonsall on 0459 207 972 for further details.  
 

Be super creative! The sky is the limit!!! 
 

Pieces do sell! So it’s a great opportunity to be a part of something fun and a 
great way to meet like-minded folk. 
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Laverne Waddington backstrap weaving workshop 
 

This year, in August, Laverne Waddington is coming to run 2 day  
workshops on backstrap weaving. 
 

From her course description: 
 

Complementary-warp patterning on body-tensioned looms 
In this two-day workshop, we follow the path of young girls in some  
regions of South America as they take their first steps in weaving on  
narrow warps that are tied to their waists.  
 
With these simple body-tensioned looms, we create bands of plain 
weave, and then learn to add simple pick-up patterns. While doing so, 
participants will review the basics of backstrap loom operation and the 
principles of complementary warp pick-up weaving using only their fin-
gers as tools. 
 

Participants practice reading the weaving from the cloth as well as 
charting new designs directly from woven samples. The principles are 
then applied to a slightly wider warp as we weave a classic Andean hook 
design on which many of the motifs seen in South American textiles are 
based.  
 

We will prepare warps to weave a variety of patterns by mirroring and 
flipping the hook motif. Finally, we learn to apply these principles to 
warps of any width. 
 

Participants will take home fully dressed warps that they create  
themselves in class so that they can continue to study these motifs and 
pick-up techniques. 
 

Laverne’s website is http://backstrapweaving.wordpress.com   
 

This class costs approximately $200 for the 2 days and I have already  
taken bookings and deposits for 3 courses.  
 

If you are interested in participating and haven’t already put your name 
down, please let me know as soon as possible: magnpete@activ8.net.au  

 
Maggie Webb 

http://backstrapweaving.wordpress.com/
mailto:magnpete@activ8.net.au
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Office Bearers and Convenors  
COMMITTEE       

PRESIDENT VACANT     
VICE PRESIDENT 1 Helen Lovitt-Raison 0408272496 furrywithruffles@gmail.com 
VICE PRESIDENT 2 Charmaine Pedrick 0401342278 pedrickc62@gmail.com 

TREASURER Avril Liljekvist 0449001103 avril.liljekvist@gmail.com 
SECRETARY VACANT     

COMMITTEE 1 Candace Cranston 0424984883 candacegibson@yahoo.com 
2 Frog Delacroix 0438092030 frogdelacroix@gmail.com 
3 Gail Hamilton 0438382739 gburchell1@bigpond.com 
4 Kirrin Lill 0400229947 kirisamba@gmail.com 
5 Luke Pearson 0404983764 ludotpea@gmail.com 
6 Kat Sherwin   kat.sherwin@gmail.com 
7 Jenni Talbot 0488941751 jennitalbot@outlook.com 

CONVENORS       
MEMBERSHIPS &  

YARNSPINNER  
DISTRIBUTION 

Lorraine Stokoe 0428498521 wrx2002@iinet.net.au 
  

YARNSPINNER 
EDITOR 

Cecilia Jordan 0406506941 
 

ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com 

LIBRARIAN Anne McAdam, with 
Gwen McLeod and 
Sue Todd 

0415223922 
0439916947 
0400370556 

anne.mcadam111@gmail.com 
gwenmcleod@live.com 
suetodd@aapt.net.au 

YARN AREA Sue Greig with 
Jenni Talbot 

9448 0840 
0411831814 

sue_greig@hotmail.com 
  

EQUIPMENT HIRE Sue Greig 9448 0840  
0411831814 

sue_greig@hotmail.com 

APCH  
REPRESENTATIVE 

Rachel Meissner 0439595928 rmeissner07@gmail.com 

RAS  
REPRESENTATIVE 

Jenni Talbot with 
Helen Lovitt 

0488941751 jennitalbot@outlook.com 

INFORMATION &  
PUBLICITY 

Candace Cranston 0424984883 candacegibson@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY  
ENGAGEMENT & 

EVENTS 

Helen Lovitt 0408272496 furrywithruffles@gmail.com 

SPEAKERS & POP-
UP WORKSHOPS 

Kirrin Lill 0400229947 kirisamba@gmail.com 

WORKSHOPS VACANT     
HOUSEKEEPER Lorraine Stokoe with 

Bronwyn Croghan 
0428498521 
0417720944 

wrx2002@iinet.net.au 
bronwyncroghan1@hotmail.com 

SHARING TABLE Margaret Pinto-Correia 
ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

9403 0394 
  

kynox@bigpond.net.au 
  

WEBSITE EDITOR Candace Cranston 0424984883 candacegibson@yahoo.com 
ARCHIVES VACANT     
AUDITOR David Williams     

PATRON VACANT     
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FOR SALE 

• Alpaca Fleece: Lovely soft luxurious natural colour alpaca fleece. 
Let me know the colour and quality you’d like so I can hand pick a 
fleece.  Email Carolyn at emerys5@westnet.com.au or contact Jo 
Rhodes 0414 782 277 

• Ashford Traditional spinning wheels: Two wheels available, plus 
some extra bits and pieces. $175 each. Contact Walter Wallenborn 
0419 937 499 (Mundaring)  

• Warping board: Handmade, probably 50 years old, sturdy and 
reasonable condition $30 Contact Tracy Barker 0418 946 972 
or tracy@barkerandhale.com.au 

• Mohair: full fleeces, white or grey. $20 per kg (weights vary). 
Contact Barbara 0427 377 054—located at Bakers Hill but can 
deliver to Balcatta, Midland or APCH 

• From the collection of Barbara Thomas who taught weaving at the 
W.A. Women's Society of Fine Arts and Crafts. Barbara is now a 
resident of Gracehaven in Rockingham: 
 Weaving wools / threads: About 50 large tubs worth of thread. 

Most are rug wools already in balls) but there are many finer 
threads on cones (no silk thread). $10 per kg (whatever the 
thread). Knitting balls $1. All threads have been stored well. 

 1 old spinning wheel, 1x 4shaft loom, 2 loom stands, a fold up 
spinning wheel, spinning wheel chair and a few other odd bits 

 Files of weaving mags/newsletters, weaving books and files  
Please ring or text Suzanne Vickery (Barbara’s daughter) on 0498 
538 581 (Safety Bay). Maybe a group might like to come down 
together for a social outing. Cuppas provided in the lounge! 

 

Guild members can advertise in the YarnSpinner events or items for sale 
at no charge.  

Non members may advertise but must pay $5 per line, in advance. 
Contact the editor at the Guild address or by email as on page 15.  
 

Front cover:  From the sharing table at the Busselton Spinners and 
Weavers Friendship Day—two shawls 


