
  

 

Contribution deadline for the September 2020 edition of the  

YarnSpinner: Saturday 8 August 2020 

The YarnSpinner 
Newsletter of the Handweavers’, Spinners’ 

 and Dyers’ Guild of Western Australia 

Volume 50 No. 7 

August 2020 

DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed in correspondence in this newsletter are 

not necessarily those of the Guild  

NEXT MEETING: 

Saturday 8 August 2019: General Meeting of the Handweavers’,  

Spinners’ and Dyers’ Guild of WA. 
 

09:30am Doors open 

10:00am Library & Yarn Area open  

12:00pm HWSDGWA General Meeting 
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Alexander Park Craft House Guild Groups 
 
 

Due to the closure of APCH these groups will not be meeting 

as of 31 March 2020. For more information, contact: 
 

SPINNING GROUP:  

Information Officer (details page 15). 

 

IN-HOUSE WEAVERS:  

Brenda Roy 9381 4870 or brenda@cadplan.com.au. 

 

TAPESTRY GROUP: 

Stephnie Cantoni stephniecantoni@bigpond.com or Jan Hunter 

wsf.jmhunter@bigpond.com.  

Guild Membership Fees for 2020 
 

Full $65.00       Concession $52.00 Associate/Junior $52.00 

Student $52.00         Family $97.50  Group $97.50 

 

If a person applies for membership after 1 October, their fee will 

include membership for the current and  following year. 
 

Renewing Members: If renewing by mail, please include renewal 

form (or name, postal address and phone no.) and a stamped self-

addressed envelope for return of your receipt and name badge. 

Renewing members no longer receive a name badge—members 

get a perpetual badge at joining. To replace a lost badge, 

contact  Membership Officer (details page 15). A $13 fee applies. 
 

New members: For info on joining contact Membership Officer 

(details page 15). 

HANDWEAVERS’, SPINNERS’ AND DYERS’ GUILD  

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC 
 

Alexander Park Craft House 

Clyde Road, Menora  

Mail:    P.O. Box 446 INGLEWOOD WA 6932 

Email:  Information & Publicity Officer  

            candacegibson@yahoo.com  

Web:  http://spinweavewa.org/ 

mailto:stephniecantoni@bigpond.com
mailto:wsf.jmhunter@bigpond.com
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Coming up... 

Saturday 25 July Spinning Day, APCH, from 9:30am  

Saturday 8 August 
HWSDGWA General Meeting, APCH, 12pm 
(doors open from 9:30am) 

Saturday 22 August 
Spinning and Destash Day, APCH, from 9:30am 
(see below for more information) 

Saturday 26 September—
Saturday 3 October  

Perth Royal Show (see page 14) 

Saturday 24 October 
Spinning and Traders Day, APCH, from 9:30am  
(more information to come) 

Welcome back! 
 

Alexander Park Craft House will be open for use from July 2020 
 

The regular Spinning Day will be held on Saturday 25 July (from 9:30am), 
and assuming all goes well, the next HWSDGWA General Meeting will be 
held at 12pm on Saturday 8 August. 
 

The APCH Committee will provide extra cleaning services and hand  
sanitiser for all users of APCH, and Guild members are asked to: 

• Bring your own cup and spoon for making tea and coffee 
• Bring food for yourself only (not food to share) 
• Enter and exit through the marked doors 
• Please don’t come if you feel unwell. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Destash Day 
 

On Saturday 22 August the Guild will be holding a Destash Day—for $5 
members can ‘rent’ a table at APCH, to sell fibre, yarn, craft equipment, 
books etc. they no longer need. 
 

Members—if you’re looking for a bargain, come along! 
 

For more information contact Gail Hamilton (details page 15). 
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Virtual Sharing Table 
 

Jane McCrea has been 
busy “knitting and  
spinning wool and silk... 
with distractions and  
variations”.  
 

She has crocheted a bird 
stitch poncho, a child’s 
vest (knitted over a few 
months), and a bunny rug 
complete with tail (see 
front cover for photo). 

Gail Hamilton has been knitting socks—
seen here (modelled by her  
husband, the lucky recipient of the socks) 
are the ‘Galiano’ socks by Tracie Millar. 
 
Cecilia Jordan has finally finished knitting a 
cardigan in 8ply Bendigo cotton (that she 
started about seven years ago!). 
 

She has also completed about 4m of plain 
weave on her rigid heddle loom, using a 
cotton/acrylic blend warp, and for the weft, 
a ball of Scheepies Whirl in the ‘Dandelion 
Munchies’ colourway. Lots of fun seeing the 
colours gradually change!  
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Thank you 
 

A big thankyou to everyone who have contributed photos, stories and 
ideas to the Yarnspinner while APCH has been closed. 
 

I’ve missed Guild meetings and spinning days, but it has been lovely to 
stay in touch with the members who sent emails, text messages and 
letters—I couldn’t have kept the Yarnspinner going without you! 
 

Please don’t stop the contributions coming. The virtual sharing table 
will continue, so even if you can’t make it to the meetings or spinning 
days, please send photos of your latest finished projects, with some  
information about the fibre/pattern/techniques. 
 

I’m also always looking for... 
• Fibre-related tales from your past travels near and far (with photos 

if possible please) 
• Links to websites Guild members may be interested in  
• Descriptions/photos of the strategies you are using to continue 

crafting even when stuck at home 
• Anything you’ve tried that’s new—a dyeing experiment, a new 

knitting stitch, a new weaving technique (successful or otherwise!) 
• Anything  vaguely fibre-related you think may interest members 

 

Contact me, the Yarnspinner editor, at ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com or 
0406506941. I look forward to hearing from you! 

Cecilia Jordan 

Scarf Exchange—now online! 
 

For those who participated in the 2020 Scarf Exchange (hosted by the 
Handspinners and Weavers Guild of South Australia), or anyone  
interested in seeing the amazing range of beanies, shawls, cowls and 
scarves created, all of the items are now on display in an online  
exhibition. 
 

Go to: https://sites.google.com/site/scarfex2020/online-exhibition  
 

Contributed by Margaret Jordan 

https://sites.google.com/site/scarfex2020/online-exhibition
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Some sad news 
 

Vale Glynne Bartlett 
It is with sadness that we announce that Glynne Bartlett, Vice President 
of Toodyay Spinners Inc., suddenly passed away on Saturday 20 June.  
 

Glynne was a big part of the crafting community in Toodyay, leading the 
yarn bombing for the Toodyay Fibre Festival for many years. She was  
also heavily involved with the Alpaca Association for many years. Glynne 
will be greatly missed by Toodyay Spinners, the spinning community, the 
Toodyay Fibre Festival Committee and all those that knew her. Heartfelt 
wishes to her husband Alan and their families.  
 

*** 

Vale Kathleen Trendall  1930 – July 2020                
It is with much sadness that we say goodbye to Kath Trendall who died 
peacefully in Albany hospice after a short illness. 

 

Always willing to help others, the  
courage, strength, resilience of this  
intelligent, calm, dignified and gentle 
woman was inspirational.  
 

Amongst her many achievements, Kath learnt to spin 
from Sheila Atkinson and this led her to teach  
spinning to Janet Holmes-a-court and the governor's 
wife, Lady Kyle. Canon Jaquet taught Kath to weave, 
which led her to travel overseas to UK, USA and 
France to study weaving. Her weaving was exhibited 
at Fremantle Arts Centre with photography by Peter 
Eggleston; also participating in HWSDGWA Project of 
Year and RAS creative craft. George Wright was her 
back neighbour in Applecross and Kath assisted in  
designing/testing the prototype of his "Georgina" 
portable spinning wheel. 
 

Kath raised silkworms and with Maxine Veitch's  
notebooks, produced a numbered, individually signed 
book in handmade paper Silkworms & their Silk.   

 

Continued on the next page... 
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She also had her own printing press and with notes from a group natural 
dye project, wrote another book, Dyes from WA Plants (1981)
(illustrations were done by her son Justin). 
 

With her friend Patti, Kath travelled to Perth to address the Symposium 
on Voluntary Assisted Dying in 2019. 
 

During her life's journey, Kath was a qualified nurse in UK;  a wife to 
world renowned geologist/explorer Alec;  a mother to 3 (2 boys, 1 girl -
all born living in bush camp during 8yrs in Uganda); a friend;  a respected 
weaver, spinner and knitter; loom rescuer/repairer, indigo/natural  
dyer;  an author; a founder member of Melanian Sheep Breeders Socie-
ty; an early member of HWSDGWA, (workshop tutor, assisted with the 
Committee and newsletter distribution); member, supporter and advisor 
of Albany Weavers and Spinners and their craft section at Albany show; 
assisted with set up of looms at Denmark Art Centre.   
 

At her Springhaven property she raised milking 
goats, chooks, geese and maintained a flourishing 
garden, a small orchard of oak, banksias and 
many fruit tree varieties.   
 

After moving to Amaroo Village, Kath encouraged 
residents to have exercise classes, film nights and 
organised a community garden. She believed the 
silver lining of retirement was to maintain  
absolute independence and ensuring one's  

environment nurtured and supported a life of fun and friendship.    
 

Holding strong philosophies and protecting her personal privacy, Kath 
simply got on with life and in doing so, mentored and motivated many, 
many others. Forever in our hearts, Kath will always be remembered 
fondly. 

June Lynne 
 

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Kath Trendall, long time 
member of the Albany Weavers. Kath was a highly esteemed, talented 
weaver who was very generous with her time and knowledge. She will 
be sorely missed.  
 

Sincerest condolences to her family from all of us at Albany Weavers. 
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The fine art of quilting 
 

The Katonah Museum of Art, in New York state, was founded over 60 
years ago by volunteers from local communities as an  
exhibition venue for fine arts. It is 
now ‘one of the most celebrated 
small museums’ in the USA, 
hosting exhibitions, events,  
lectures, concerts, and workshops 
for audiences of all ages. And for 
those of us unable to may it to 
New York, their latest exhibition 
by textile artist Bisa Butler can be 
seen online. 
 

Bisa uses quilting to create  
intricate, colourful portraits: “She 
creates a story around each  
image, and, in her choice of  
fabrics, she uses texture, color 
and the cultural origin of the cloth 
as part of a personal iconography 
that makes statements about  
society and identity.” 

The KMA website has a virtual 
tour and slide show of the  
exhibition, an interview with 
the artist and more.  
 

The exhibition closes 4 October 
2020. 
 
Go to: 
http://
www.katonahmuseum.org/
exhibitions/ 

http://www.katonahmuseum.org/exhibitions/
http://www.katonahmuseum.org/exhibitions/
http://www.katonahmuseum.org/exhibitions/
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Recorded in knitting 
 

Those following the news may remember WA Premier Mark McGowan’s 
infamous ‘kebab’ press conference back in April:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6v5Zx41y64 
 

The slightly hysterical Premier couldn’t control his laughter while  
explaining that, as part of WA’s new COVID-19 regime, “we’re not  
making it unlawful to go for a run and eat a kebab”. 
 

These words became famous worldwide, and were immortalised in 
jumper form by Perth textile artist Emma Buswell. Amidst the fear and 
sadness of the pandemic, this press conference made Emma smile, and 
she decided to turn it into her “isolation uniform”. 
 

The Art Gallery of WA (AGWA) saw the jumper on social media, and has  
purchased it to display at the public re-opening of the Art Gallery. 
 

Mark McGowan’s reaction to the knitting tribute: “The artist is very kind, 
I would have never expected my words to be featured in the WA Art  
Gallery, but we are living in extraordinary times.” 
 

Emma’s work can be seen at: emmabuswell.bigcartel.com 
 

AGWA is attempting to get Mr McGowan to wear the jumper. 
 

Source: https://thewest.com.au/lifestyle/culture/art-gallery-of-wa-buys-mark-
mcgowan-kebab-knit-to-remind-us-not-to-sweater-the-small-stuff-ng-b881568807z 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6v5Zx41y64
https://emmabuswell.bigcartel.com/
https://thewest.com.au/lifestyle/culture/art-gallery-of-wa-buys-mark-mcgowan-kebab-knit-to-remind-us-not-to-sweater-the-small-stuff-ng-b881568807z
https://thewest.com.au/lifestyle/culture/art-gallery-of-wa-buys-mark-mcgowan-kebab-knit-to-remind-us-not-to-sweater-the-small-stuff-ng-b881568807z
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Crofting, crafting and shetland wool week 
 

A croft is defined as a 
small holding of less than 
50 acres (around 20 hec-
tares) of land. In areas 
with fertile soil, that 
might be enough to sus-
tain a family and earn 
enough to purchase cloth-
ing and fuel but on Shetland, where the arable land was minimal, a  
crofter was usually a fisherman first and a farmer second. Tenure of the 
land was not a given either, and the many abandoned buildings of the 
Highland Clearances were a feature of the landscape when I visited 
Mainland in 2019. 
 

Problems finding a crop that could withstand the windswept conditions 
long enough to provide a reasonable harvest were myriad. Besides the 
weather conditions, Shetlanders were also prey to the Potato Blight that 
struck Ireland and created famine there in the 1800's. 
 

As the men went off fishing, often for months at a time, it fell to the 
women to keep things going at home. They would have to tend to the 
animals and crops to feed their family, cut peat for fuel to heat their 

houses, cook, clean 
and, in their spare 
time, spin and knit to 
make money to buy 
things needed to  
survive. 
 

Knitting was  done in 
the evenings in  
general and clearly, 

the faster they could knit, the more money they might make. People 
from the mainland would pay for the beautiful yoked jumpers they  
produced.  
 

Continued on the next page... 
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Initially, they had to knit completed garments but as time and industry 
marched on, machines produced the bodies of garments and they just 
had to finish the yokes and cuffs depending on what was required. Of 
course they were paid less as they didn't knit as much of the finished 
garment but they could complete more garments in total. 
 

Garments were taken to 
the wholesalers in  
Lerwick to be sold on 
consignment. While in 
town, the women could 
purchase what was 
needed until their next 
visit, including yarn if 
specific colours were 
needed, and find out 
what colours and designs were being requested to maximise their profit. 
 

The Shetland sheep is a specific breed said to be almost dainty in  
appearance with "a neat head and a distinctive intelligent expression."  
Fleece can be any shade ranging from natural to moorit (reddish-brown) 
through to a true Shetland black. It is believed that the very sparseness 
of its diet produces the fineness of its wool. The islands are also home to 
the Soay breed which is descended from very early Neolithic herds. Alt-
hough slender and producing a small fleece, the quality of a Shetland 
fleece is such that it achieves twice the price as the more productive 
Blackface and Cheviot. Even so, with such a small frame, the animal is 
not economic if raised for both meat and fibre. Other breeds have been 
crossed with the Shetland to improve yields and now pure Shetland 
flocks are the exception.  
 

The fleece of a Shetland is "roo'd" or plucked rather than shorn and it is 
the fine neck wool that is used in the wedding ring shawls made in Unst. 
Women or children tending sheep could collect tufts of wool caught on 
fences or trees and spin these up on a drop spindle as they walked. 
These were known as hentilagets. 
 

Continued on the next page... 
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Women also knitted as they walked using a knitting belt and "wires", 
Shetlandish for knitting needles. Knitting on Shetland is known as 
"makkin" and while we know what a sock is here, a sock in Shetland  
refers to any piece of knitting. So mak socks could refer to knitting pretty 
much anything. Rarely were folk in a croft, including kids, sitting around 
haand-idle (doing nothing). 

 

Shetland Wool Week was 
started in 2009 supported by 
its patron Prince Charles, to 
promote wool and the local 
crafts. Each year it has  
become bigger and better 
with so many classes, 

meetings, fairs, talks and tours that to select from the list of what's on 
during the week is mind-boggling! There are 180 pages to work through 
and while some classes have details, many are light on so to speak. I had 
the unfortunate pleasure of trying to organise my selections on-line on 
my break during the federal election in May for September. The  
comprehensive list of things to choose from is available a week ahead if 
you pay a small fee which I'm glad I did. Of the 5 classes I had picked, I 
got one! I did get a talk plus the Friday night dance later in the piece but 
I think they weren't as popular. Most things go on first release. 
 

I will be giving more details on what I did (and how to proceed if you 

want to attend and have a chance at getting the class of your dreams) in 

a talk once the Guild reopens later this year so save your questions!  

Helen Lovitt-Raison 
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Creating beauty from chaos 
 

Katika is a young Hungarian artist 
who uses crochet to create  
beautiful art.  
 

Exhibiting around the world, Katika 
has created objects, installations, 
portraits, and even performances 
(see “Eat me”, left) based on  
crochet. 

Her portraits, of both people and 
animals, are amazingly detailed 
and realistic. I love the way she  
uses the yarn ends as part of her 
art, rather than weaving them in! 

 

Says Katika: 
 

“I go farther and farther along my 

life path, reach out into chaos, pull a 

thread out of it and spool into an 

incredible skein and then create my 

art. Sometimes I make beautiful 

pieces. It does not have a practical 

use but exists to make your life 

brighter, to make amuse, and to 

captivate you.” 
 
 

To see more of Katika’s amazing 

work go to: http://katika-art.com/  

Performers ‘eat’ yarn—from ”Eat Me”, 
Russia (photo: http://katika-art.com/) 

Eyes of an employee of the Moscow Tax 
Office– from “Birth. Fragments of the 
Face” (photo: http://katika-art.com/) 

“Pop Icon”   
(photo: http://katika-art.com/) 

http://katika-art.com/
http://katika-art.com/
http://katika-art.com/
http://katika-art.com/
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Royal Show update 
 

The 2020 Perth Royal Show will go ahead!  
Claremont Show Grounds, 26 September—3 October 2020 

 
 

From Natalie Raynor, Manager - Competitions, Events and Education, 
Royal Agricultural Society of Western Australia: 
 

“With the impact of COVID-19 and just over two months until gates open, 
this year’s show will be quite unlike any other. Our competitions are an 
integral part of the overall show experience and our RASWA staff have 
been working hard to 
deliver a programme of 
core competitions which 
highlight the talent of 
our exhibitors. 
 

As such, I am delighted to inform you that the Perth Royal Craft and 
Cookery Show competitions will feature at the Perth Royal Show in 2020.  
 

The support of all our competitors is critical for the success of the Perth 
Royal Show. With your attendance the Show can continue to meet its  
ongoing social responsibilities to educate and entertain the people of 
Western Australia and celebrate the best in Western Australia”. 

 
The theme of this year’s Craft and Cookery  
Competition is: From the World of Horses.   
 
 

The Royal Show is a great opportunity for Guild 
members to showcase their talents, and increase 
the prominence of our crafts. 
 

 
For the Craft and Decorated Cakes Class List, or more information go to: 

• The Royal Show website (https://www.perthroyalshow.com.au/) 
• The Guild RAS Representative (details page 15) 
• The RAS Competition and Event Coordinator (6263 3142 or  

creativecrafts@raswa.org.au). 
 
 

https://www.perthroyalshow.com.au/
mailto:creativecrafts@raswa.org.au
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Office Bearers and Convenors  

COMMITTEE       
PRESIDENT Avril Liljekvist  0449001103 avril.liljekvist@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 1 Candace Cranston 0424984883 candacegibson@yahoo.com 
VICE PRESIDENT 2 Helen Lovitt-Raison 0408272496 furrywithruffles@gmail.com 

SECRETARY—Committee Gail Hamilton  0438382739 gburchell1@bigpond.com 

SECRETARY—General Jenni Talbot  0488941751 jennitalbot@outlook.com 
TREASURER Charmaine Pedrick 0401342278 pedrickc62@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE 1 Kirrin Lill 0400229947 kirisamba@gmail.com 
2 Janis O’Loughlin  0411212986 janis.47@bigpond.com 

3 Rachel Meissner 0439595928 rmeissner07@gmail.com 

4 Sue Webb 0419937019 suewebb23@gmail.com 
5 Shona MacDonald 0419685506  shona.macdonald@gmail.com  

6 Brenda Roy 

 

0437904223  brenda@cadplan.com.au  

CONVENORS       
MEMBERSHIPS  Memberships will  go to the Librarian to be incorporated with the  

Library database.  

YARNSPINNER  
DISTRIBUTION 

TO BE CONFIRMED   

YARNSPINNER 
EDITOR 

Cecilia Jordan 0406506941 
 

ceciliajordan@rocketmail.com 
 

LIBRARIAN Anne McAdam, with 
Gwen McLeod 

0415223922 
0439916947 

anne.mcadam111@gmail.com 
gwenmcleod@live.com 

YARN AREA Sue Greig  
Sue Todd 

9448 0840 
0411831814 

sue_greig@hotmail.com 
suetodd@aapt.net.au 

EQUIPMENT HIRE Sue Greig 9448 0840  
0411831814 

sue_greig@hotmail.com 

APCH  
REPRESENTATIVE 

Rachel Meissner 0439595928 rmeissner07@gmail.com 

RAS  
REPRESENTATIVE 

Jenni Talbot with 
Helen Lovitt 

0488941751 jennitalbot@outlook.com 

INFORMATION &  
PUBLICITY 

Candace Cranston 0424984883 candacegibson@yahoo.com 

COMMUNITY  
ENGAGEMENT & 

EVENTS 

Helen Lovitt-Raison, 
with Candace 
Cranston  

0408272496 furrywithruffles@gmail.com 

SPEAKERS  Kirrin Lill 0400229947 kirisamba@gmail.com 
WORKSHOPS Kirrin Lill 0400229947 kirisamba@gmail.com 

HOUSEKEEPER TO BE CONFIRMED   
SHARING TABLE Brenda Roy 0437904223  brenda@cadplan.com.au  

WEBSITE EDITOR Candace Cranston 0424984883 candacegibson@yahoo.com 
ARCHIVES Janis O’Loughlin 0411212986 janis.47@bigpond.com 
AUDITOR David Williams     

PATRON VACANT     
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FOR SALE 

• Alpaca Fleece: Lovely soft luxurious natural colour alpaca fleece. 
Let me know the colour and quality you’d like so I can hand pick a 
fleece.  Email Carolyn at emerys5@westnet.com.au or contact Jo 
Rhodes 0414 782 277 

• Ashford Traditional spinning wheels: Two wheels, plus some 
extras. $175 each. Contact Walter Wallenborn 0419 937 499 
(Mundaring)  

• Warping board: Handmade, approx 50 years old, sturdy and 
reasonable condition $30 Contact Tracy Barker 0418 946 972  or 
tracy@barkerandhale.com.au 

• Mohair: full fleeces, white or grey. $20 per kg. Contact Barbara 
0427 377 054, Bakers Hill, can deliver to Balcatta, Midland or APCH  

• Rigid heddle: for an Ashford Knitters Loom, 30cm wide, 7.5 dpi 
(threads per inch). $20. Contact Anne Marie 0423 114 256  or 
annemariekeights@gmail.com 

• Linen and silk yarns: $12.00 / 100gms linen, $15.00/ 100gms 
ecru / peace silk. Contact Ann Richardson aerichar@gmail.com 
0402 832 198 

• Ashford 8 shaft Folding table loom: 40cm wide $400.00 Contact 
Ann Richardson aerichar@gmail.com 0402 832 198 

• Weaving Loom: $450. 170cm, 4 Shaft, 6 pedal, floor loom with 2 
spare reeds. Excellent condition, well crafted in jarrah by William 
Hall. Prev. owned by Peggy Whitewood. Contact Evana Beaton 
0418 954 102  

 

WANTED TO BUY 

• Speedweve loom: or similar—contact Beth on 0412 288 366 
 

Guild members can advertise in the YarnSpinner events or items for sale 
at no charge. Non members may advertise but must pay $5 per line, in 
advance. Contact the editor at the Guild address or by email as on page 
15.  

Advertising deadline for September YarnSpinner:  8 August 2020 

Front cover:  From the virtual sharing table—crochet bunny rug complete with 
tail by Jane McCrea 


